UASDC 9th Grade Summer Reading Assignment and List

Dear Class of 2015, 


As you begin your first year of high school, it is very important that you enter ready to learn and prepared to succeed. In order to achieve this goal, we ask you to keep your mind refreshed by reading at least one book over the summer break. A list of acceptable books is below, and you can choose whichever book you want. We highly recommend that you go to a bookstore or the library to find your summer reading. You will then produce a literary response that goes along with your book. You are expected to complete one of the tasks, but if you would like to complete more, you are more than welcome. Please turn this assignment into your English teacher (Ms. Arias or Mr. Frade) on the first day of school. You have to pick one of the books and one of the tasks from the list on this page. 
	Task #1: Have you ever wondered why authors choose the title of their books? Looking at the book you have selected, discuss why the authors chose the particular title of the book that it was given. Step One/Pre-reading: Examine the book, think about the title and then write 2 paragraphs about why you think the author chose the title and what you think the book will be about. Be creative and do not read the synopsis in the back of the book. Step Two: After you are done reading the book, give a 1-paragraph summary of what the book was about. In another paragraph, discuss the differences from what you thought and what you read in terms of the title and your expectations of the book were.


	Task #2: Why do we have to do this every summer? It’s just not fair. This is what we hear from our students. Now, you’re voice can be heard if you can back it up. Read any of the books on the list and explain why or why not summer reading is useful to students. Discuss why you think summer reading is helpful to students by using any of the books you have read as examples. Defend your idea with evidence from your experience of reading the book. Also include why you think summer reading is not helpful by using any of the books that you have read as examples. Finally, try to figure out why you think teachers use summer reading as a tool to keep you learning and/or to keep you annoyed.


	Task #3: Pretend you are the host of your own talk show (like Oprah, The View, Jerry Springer).  Create a list of at least ten questions, and the character’s responses, that you could ask your “guest.”  The questions should be related to the events in the story, but may also search to reveal unknown secrets about the person (which should keep in line with the integrity of the character). Make sure to answer all the questions the way the character would. 


	Task #4: Become a character from your story and write a diary with at least 5 entries. Include events from the novel and how you feel about them. Write in the voice of the character (using his/her dialect, words, and sayings). Be creative with how you present the entries. Think about how old your character is and where he/she would write a diary entry in.  


	Task #5: Create a complete Facebook profile page for one of your characters in your book. Make sure to include a “photo”, friends list, likes, status, friend comments, about me, etc. Make sure to include major details about your character’s life, setting, events from the book, and family life (if applicable).  Be creative!! Take a look at real Facebook profiles for inspiration. 


*** NOTE: Choose a book that you have not previously read – challenge yourself. Furthermore, do not depend on the movie version of any of these books since many times, movies change major plotlines, characters, and ideas. 

Suggested Readings (You must read from this list):

Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson 

Monster by Walter Dean Myers

Push by Sapphire 

Fist Stick Knife Gun by Geoffrey Canada 

Random Families by Adrian Nicole LeBlanc

The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith 

The Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Selznick

The Princess Bride by William Goldman

Carrie by Stephen King
Dark Side by Tom Becker 

Betrayed by P.D. Cast and Kristin Cast 
Demonata: Lord Loss by Darren Shan 

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde by Robert L. Stevenson 

Number the Stars by Lois Lowry 
The Book Thief  by Markus Zusak 

The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank 

Football Genius  by Tim Green 
The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Kidd

This Boy’s Life by Tobias Wolff

A Child Called “It” by Dave Pelzer

Marley and Me by John Grogan

After Tupac and D Foster by Jacqueline Woodson 

My Sister’s Keeper by Jodi Picoult 

The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen Chbosky

When I Was Puerto Rican by Esmeralda Santiago 

Parrot in the Oven (Mi Vida) by Victor Martinez 

How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents by Julia Alvarez 
