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12th Grade English Summer Assignment
Work is due at the beginning of your class period on 

Wednesday, September 7, 2011. Late work will not be accepted.

This assignment is mandatory for all rising seniors.

Part I: The Catcher in the Rye
1) Read all of The Catcher in the Rye. Books will be distributed in 11th grade English classes.
2) Take notes on post-its as you read, and attach them to the appropriate page in your book. You should take notes on the following:

· References to these symbols:

· red hunting hat

· ducks in Central Park

· Allie’s baseball mitt

· References to the title and the related song

· Ironic elements

· Clues that indicate whether or not Holden is a reliable narrator

· Holden’s relationships with girls/women

· Holden’s relationship with his sister Phoebe

· Holden’s attitudes toward children and childhood

Use this handout as a bookmark to help you remember what to look for while reading.

3) Be prepared for an in-class essay on The Catcher in the Rye on the first day of school.

Part II: Additional Readings

1) Read at least one book from the following list. Do not choose books that you have already read. You are responsible for obtaining your own books, but you do not need to buy them.

· The Awakening, Kate Chopin (1899): Edna Pontellier is trapped in an unhappy marriage, so she looks elsewhere for emotional and physical fulfillment. 
· Bastard Out of Carolina, Dorothy Allison (1992): Bone’s increasingly violent encounters with her stepfather test the strength of her family as well as Bone’s own resolve.
· Beloved, Toni Morrison (1987): Sethe paid a high price for freedom from slavery. One day, a stranger arrives with a mysterious connection to Sethe’s violent past.
· The Brief, Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao, Junot Diaz (2007): This novel traces the past and present of Oscar de Leon, a New Jersey boy, and his Dominican family.

· The Color Purple, Alice Walker (1982): This novel focuses on a group of African-American women in 1930s rural Georgia searching for freedom, happiness, and love.

· Hamlet, William Shakespeare (c.1600): Prince Hamlet’s father has died, and his mother has married a new man. Can Hamlet muster the courage to avenge his father’s death?
· Invisible Man, Ralph Ellison (1952): The anonymous African-American man who narrates this novel strives to find an identity amidst racism in both the North and South.
· The Kite Runner, Khaled Hosseini (2003): Amir and Hassan are best friends, but an act of violence strips them of their innocence. Years later, Amir returns to make amends.
· Metamorphosis, Franz Kafka (1915): Gregor Samsa awakes one morning to find that he has been transformed into a gigantic cockroach.

· Oedipus Rex, Sophocles (c.429 BCE): When he was born, the oracle prophesied that Oedipus would kill his father and marry his mother. Is it possible to escape this fate?

2) Be prepared for an in-class essay on this book on the first day of school.
Part III: College Application Essays

Write two college application essays (also known as personal statements). You may choose from the following prompts or you may use a prompt provided by the specific college(s) you are planning to apply to. You might want to use the sentence stems following each prompt for inspiration:

· Evaluate a significant experience, achievement, risk you have taken, or ethical dilemma you have faced and its impact on you.

· At least once, everyone should try…

· My claim to fame among my friends/family is…

· I demonstrated maturity when…

· I had to make an important decision when

· Discuss some issue of personal, local, national, or international concern and its importance to you.

· A historical/current event/issue that has changed the way I think…

· A political issue that directly pertains to me…

· If I could change one law…

· If I were elected President, the first thing I would do

· Indicate a person who has had a significant influence on you, and describe that influence.

· The most valuable advice I’ve been given is…

· I am fortunate to have met…

· We should all be more like this person…

· Today’s society would be better off if this person were still alive…

· Write an essay that conveys to the reader a sense of who you are and what you care about.

· I am most proud of…

· I aspire to be more…

· No one should ever have to…

· I am a better person now that I’ve…

Type the prompt at the top of the page before each personal statement. Your personal statements must be typed in Times 12 font and double-spaced. Each personal statement should be between 400 and 600 words. (The prompt is not included in the word count. Use the Word Count option under the Tools menu in Microsoft Word to easily calculate this number.) 

Refer to pages 20-22 and 41-42 in your SDC College Handbook binder for helpful information on writing personal statements.

Your personal statements will be collected on the first day of school (Wednesday, Sept. 7). Work is due at the beginning of your class period. Late work will not be accepted. This assignment is part of the essay component of your grade, which is worth 50% of your class grade. You will most likely fail the first marking period if you earn a 0 on this assignment.
Part IV: Supplies

The following supplies are mandatory for 12th grade English and will be checked for a grade on the first day of school (Wednesday, September 7):

· 3-ring binder

· 5 dividers with pockets

· looseleaf paper

· blue or black pens

· post-its

· index cards

You must bring your course text(s) to class every day.

You may not use a composition book or spiral notebook for this class.

If you have any questions throughout the summer, email Ms. Shoaf at rebekah.shoaf@uasdc.org.

